1980 DECEMBER - JANUARY 1981 


Comments 


Publisher 
Bellingham 
Historical 
Commission 


Florence 
McCracken 
Printed by 


Weston Graphics Inc. SS i" \ CHAIRMAN 
Bellingham, Mass. 


Established - 
by 
Edward 


NI 


eaty 
i 


My 


ft 
\ 


Rh 
eet 


1973 HAPPY EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY 1981 


This house was prob- 
ably built by Peter 
Thompson when he 

married Martha Thay- 


The old Caswell 


house on High 


street. er) in 1730. There 
were many Thompsons 
Photo by Ed in Town when it was 


established in 1719. 
Peter was too young 
then. When King 
George II ordered a 
company of men to 
Crown Point in 1755 
to fight the French 
and Indians he was 
among them as a Lieu 
tenant with John 
Jones as their Capt- 
. ain. They ended up 
at Lake George where, on Sept. the 8th,a terrible battle ensued killing 5 
of the Bellingham company and,as Lieutenant Thompson died on Sept. 30th,it 
appears that he was wounded during the engagement. Prior to their leaving 
Bellingham in April, Peter had been chosen a Deacon in the Baptist Church 
on High Street. In 1757 a legacy of three pounds was received by the Bapt- 
ist church from his widow Martha; from which it was to purchase a Communion 
Set. This was their first. The following November,Martha died in 1757. 

We have a map of 1742 showing the plot plan of Peter's real estate on High 
street ccnsisting of more than 10 acres. They had three children. He was 
among thse that founded the Baptist church in 1737. 

The thirz that hurts and provokes righteous indignation is that the vandals 
who were responsible for the destruction of this ve DistoriceouLldingsare 
still unknown and relatively "free" but, we hope, snee these same scoundrels 
will suffer endless remorse and will see to it that their children will have 
proper and strict discipline that was missing from their parents. 

It is sad to note that Ed Sawyer had the highest hopes and olans for that 
building to be a museum for Bellingham where we could display the heritage 
belonging to the Town. It seems a shame that Peter,who died to preserve our 
way of life,could not have a monument left in his honor of his own handiwork 
for future generations to enjoy just because some punks who don't know what 
4t is to lose their life in the cause of freedom saw fit to remove it for 
all time. Also Ed had placed up there for "safe keeping" (?) two pieces of 
track from the "Ghost Train" line in South Bellingham. These priceless 
souvenirs of a unique past are now gone.. (continued on vage 3.) 


Sawyer on 

March 28, 1973. 
View from the 
West side of the 


house. 


EDWARD FELIX SAWYER 1917 - 197) ¥ 


We turn the hands of a fast moving clock back to the 1970 era when Ed fms 
first began his publication of the "Crimpville Comments". This was a 
personal venture at his own expense and time. Little did he-realize that 
so far it has passed the seventh year mark; going across the country and 
across the high seas. (71 issues.) 
We now present some of his wit and wisdom found in his 1970 issues along 
with humor that tickled his ribs with home spun rural down to earth high 
inks. 
ae cannot forget his keen interest in promoting the historical heritage of 
Bellingham through the media, radio and in the establishing of a Historical 
Society and then the Historical Commission. All this commanded a devotion 
that only he could generate. He was a "driver". Promoting the "Crimpville 
Comments" was his main interest and concern and he did succeed in making 
"Crimpville" well known as it had in the past. 
Very few have seen these tidbits from Eddy as they were never printed in 
issues that started in 1973. They deserve reprinting so that he may recei- 
ve the honor justly due him. "OLD SOLDIERS NEVER DIE..." _ 


CRIMPVILLE COMMENTS 


oe ee Ae 
— The Opinons Expressed in This Publication Are Not Necessarily Those of The Advertiser. —— 


IIII 4 


WELCOME--to our first published issue of "CRIMPVULE Comments." Our 
hope and purpose is to make this weekly publication the "Voice" of the 
residents of Bellingham. We intend to call the shots as we see them. If 
our readers disagree with our views, they are more than welcome to present 
thier views for publication. In other words, Crimpville Comments is YOUR 
paper. 
The "Comments" is completely different from other weekly publications in 
that it is not a re-hash of old news but is instead a look behind the news 
that is changing every day. 
Different too, is that we are not using cheap newsprint but a good quality 
bond paper. Another innovation is our distribution system in that this 
publication is available only from our advertisers who, after all, furnish 
the means of carrying on the publication. We ask you, the reader, to pa- 
tronize our advertisers, for without them, there would be no paper. 
We aleo intend to point out what we think is wrong with the running of 
our town, but at the same time praise our public official when praise is 
due. All too often, we dwell on the errors made by our officials but nev- 
er give them a pat on the back for a job well done. 
Now, may we have YOUR support? 
x. SERIES Rae Pa ete ee oe 
The Town elections are over and we extend our congratuletions to the win- 
ners and our sympathy to the losers. It is our hope that all the battle 
wounds will soon be healed and all will work for a better Bellingham. 
Looking at some of the low votes some candidates received brings to mind 
an election helc in Temas some time ago when one man who was running for 
Constable received only two votes; his own and his wife's. The next day 
he was seen walking down the street with two guns strapped to his hips. 
Upon being told that he had no right to carry guns as he wasn't elected he 


retorted, "Hell, anyone that has as many friends as I have in this town 
needs to wear guns." 2 


Cont.from page l 

It 1s time that the pendulum swings back to the days of the 1600's through 
the 1800's when parents and or guardians were obligated to be fully respon- 
sible for their offspring under 21 in the case of boys and 18 for girls. 
They were required to pay for any mischief done by their youth so that soc- 
fety and taxpayers did not have to bear the brunt of the cost of destructi- 
on by vandals such as is the case today. In some cases the parents had to 
sign a paper notarized by the Town Clerk, swearing that their young will 
not be a burden to the Community and that they will be liable,solely. 


ON TACKLING TROUBLE. Published by Sawyer's Rockledge Farm, 


YITH TH PRACTICAL WISDOM OF MANY COLORED PEOPLE, BESSIE, a good natured 
cook who had cheerfully weathered many a storm of her own, was giving a 
bit of sound advice to the lady of the house on how to meet trouble. 
Said Bessie, "I've tried going round trouble, and I've tried going over 
it. I've tried going under it, but it's no use. I find the best way to 
tackle trouble is to plow right through it. 


MATCHING THE REDS. 


Everytime Russia makes an advance in space, or whatever, there's new talk 
that the Communists are about to overtake us. Let's take a closer look 
at it. If we wanted to match the Soviet economy, we'd have to tear down 
60% of our homes; demolish 60% of 

our steel mills; rip up two thirds MN 

of our railroad tracks: destroy Say Thame 
nine out of every ten telephones Her house is very modern, s.switch 
and reduce our standard of living REGS MAES IN 
a full 60%. Maybe we should spend Excent her little four-year-old, 
less time worring about their sys- and nothing needs it more." 
tem and concentrate on saving ours. 


The picture shown on ae es 
the right is one of aot ¥ 3 ; 
an old-time Sode- t «, € *a< we - 
Fountain which every & zi a ji fi 
Drug store had. The 
time is that of the 
Maxi-skirt although 
it was not known as 
that, then. It was \#A 
also 2 period of more @& 
relaxed, care-free 
days. At that time 
there were no income 
taxes to pay, and no 
sales tax. The money 
you made was your own 
to spend as you like. 
It wes the time of 
the train, trolly car@ 
and the ever-present 
horse an buggy. No 
pollution, poison, 
oil-slicked beaches 
and the like. Just 
plain good old liv- 
ing. What did some- 
one say about pro- é ate 
gress? We would rather have the old days back again. Wouldn't you? 
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ANOTHER BOY WAS | | "WAS IN’ WOODS, 
‘BUSY, TOO, AND..-+ | MAMA WAS STRINGING POPCORN 70 
Vii NAS TELLING GRANDPA 10 FETCH MORE FIRE MORE BAKING, | 
yg \v AND BROTHER WAS CHOPPING FRUIT FOR FRUIT CAKE (AFTER CRACKING ——Ts 
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as aren ea, f f i be , ! 
GOLDEN MEMORIES OF OLDEN YESTERDAYS.THE FIRST || 
BIG SNOW OF AN OLD-FASHIONED WINTER,ABOUTA ~~ ih 
WEEK OR SO BEFORE AN OLD-FASHIONED CHRISTMAS -<7 7 © 


(Christmas 1884) 


y 


‘Some New Year's Resolutions 


al 

E PICTURE HERE MR. DANIEL DOWD. 
Vike. NOT "BLOW HIS SRACNS WHAT HE VOWED. 
HIS WIFE, IN TURN,RESOLVED TO PLEAGE 
BY CUTTING DOWN ON SPENDING SPREES.- 
WIFEY WAG FIRST TO BREAK HER VOW. / 
DAN FOLLOWED SUIT. OH BOY—- AND HOW! 


.Calvin Coolidge, President 
Born: duly lis;plo72e. Died Jan. 
5,1933 at age 60. Succeeded 
Harding in 1923 on his death 
Reelected in 192. 

In this picture, left' to Ret 
-unknown, Coolidge, Ford, 
Edison, unknown, Mrs.Coolidge 
and unknown. 


We are indebted to Esther 
(Wentzel) Aldrich, deceased, 
Lore un lami svorical picture 
taken in 192) at Plymouth, 
Vermont. Birth place. 


“OH ! ” 


IM and Joe are toddling tots, 
Their months are just eighteen; 

Jim’s not so hot, but little Joe’s 
The cutest ever seen. 


Jim coos and goos and makes the most 
Outlandish sounds I’ve heard; 

But Joe is diff’rent. When he talks 
I understand each word. 


‘She ain’t so fast this way, but that warm 
breath feels pretty good on your feet!” Jim cries for every little thing— 
He’s spoiled as he can be; 
RECIPE Joe cries too, but not that way, 
As anyone can see. 


INGREDIENTS 


Ye ’s om ies is the 
1 paper bag See ee w ret sit ag ite Hee the fel Br 
a s ‘ im is not— 
SPs: dye 5o, ub y g Joe’s an angel—Jim is not 


low who doesn't know how to Where can the difference be? 
Te YOU want to bring smiles and laughter drive in snow and ice is always Why, little Jim’s the neighbor's child, 
To all the folks you meet, first in a line of 100 stalled cars. And Joe belongs to me. 
Just carry a bag with a dozen eggs 5 —Bill Vaughan, Bell-McClure Syndicate —C.M. Andrews. 


And slip and fall on the street. 


HISTORICAL RECORDS SURVEY MAP. 


LEGEND 
CHA +0 vonenrnnm 
WWG Fo rarencin 


1672, SET OFF 
AT TO MENDON 
enmem ROUTE 140 
—-neae «COUNTY LINE 


eon ceee neato LINE 


Whe Jown of 
BELLINGHAM 
NORFULK COUNTY 


1938 


Sur 


MY Me TM 


See facing 
page for 
errors to 


this map 


> 


BLACKSTONE 


WOALESTER COUNT 


RHODE ISLAND 


Commonweelth of Mescachusetts, ArctMves Office, State House, 3oxston, 
Ton Plans, Vol. I, p. 19, Newell Nelson, Surveyor, Sept., 1950: 

Sommomrealth of Mccsachusetts, Dept..of vonservavion,. "Map of 
Dellingham"’, 1952. 

Works Progrecs Administration, Massachusetis Geoietic Survey, "Map cf 
Bellingham", Oct., 1958. 


“? 
Sources. 
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Town Bounds 


Bellingham, Norfolk County. This data to the left is found 


1719. Nov. 27.* Established as a town, from parts of Dedham, Mendon 
and Wrentham. (Prov. Cease Vol. IX, p. 688.) in a booklet put out by the State 
1735. Apr. 11.* Bounds between Bellingham and Wrentham established. Called “HISTORICAL DATA relating 

. Feb. 23. unds between Bellingham and Franklin established. 
1872. Mar. 7. Bounds between Bellingham and Mendon established. bo Counties, Cities and Towns in 

1941. Oct. 9. Bounds between Bellingham and Franklin established. Massachusetts” and prepared by 

1941. Dec. 9. Act of Oct. 9, 1941, took effect. the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
The large map on the facing page was taken from "The Historical Records Survey 


Boston, Massachusetts May 1939." 
area as set off to Franklin in 1832 } 
Bellingham surveyed of the Town in 179) 


You will note that it shows a large shaded 
We have a map that Stephen Metcalf of 
just as it was then and that shaded 


area on the page facing you was not a part of Bellingham at that time ! It 
belonged to Franklin which had been set off from Wrentham in 1778. Therefore 


that whole shaded area must have been set off to Wrentham in 1735 1! To further 
prove the error we have a map surveyed by Newell Nelson in August and September 
of 1830 that shows the same lines as at present ! Along the East border the 
word "Franklin" appears on this 1830 map, proving that a section had not been 
in existence belonging to Bellingham and this was all prior to 1832 ! Later 
on in 1941 a section of Bellingham along South Maple Street was set off to 
Franklin and can be seen on the latest survey maps. That small section near 
South Milford was set off to Mendon in 1872. 


According to the 1830 map the population in 1810 was 766 for Bellingham. 


In 1820 it was 103) 


andrin 1 O30Mt hadwinemessed=toml, tol. 


See the Crimpville 


Comments issue for 197) in June for a copy of this map. 

From the foregoing information you should ignore the shaded area Hast of the 
Town as belonging to it after 1735. IT DID NOT. 

If you are interested in maps of the Town there are large Geodetic ones avai- 
lable showing elevations, contours and other things of pertinent information. 


TELL THE TRUTH 


Traveller through time’s treacherous thicket; 


' “Tell the truth. 


°Tis thy transport, ’tis thy ticket; 


Thought that’s twisted, twists the thinker; 


Tell the truth. 


Tell though toiling; tell though tilling; 
Though thou’rt troubled, trembling, trilling, 
Tell the truth, triumphant thrilling; : 


Tell the truth. 


Tell the truth. 


Truth that’s tinkered, taints the tinker; * 


Tell the truth. 


Toil’s true tasks truth’s thorough tending, 
Time’s true trail, to trace truth’s trending, 
Thought’s,true throne, ’tis truth transcending; 


Tell the truth. 


To thyself thou’rt truth’s translator; 


Tell the truth. 


Though the thousands term thee traitor, 


Tell the truth. 


'Tis triumphant truth they’re trying, 
’Tig the tempter’s toils they’re tying, 
"Tis through time thou’rt testifying; 


Tell the truth. 
d W. H. DAVENPORT. 


THE PRODUCERS 


We're living in what claims to be 

The great age of machinery; 

‘But what a score the beasts have 
made . 

In manufacture and in trade. 


In making shoes, the cow and calf 

Furnish the goods, doing full half. 

In winter we would all ibe cool 

But for beast’s furs, and the sheep’s 
‘wool. 


The meat men eat in every land 

Is made ‘by ‘beasts, we understand. 

By pigs are made our choicest hams, 

And mutton-stews, 'by sheep and 
tambs. 


Of our egg-sandwiches, hens make 
The very lbest, tha’s no mistake; 
And hhere today, the cows it seems 
Make ‘butter, milk, cheese, and ice- 
creams. _ e . 

Beasts are a Lalbor-Union strong, 
‘Surpassing those where men belong; 
If on a strike, they ever go, 
(Manh’s ‘best machines will soon go 


slow. | 
W. H. DAVENPORT. 


Courtesy Moore Family 


Catherine ana Evelyn. 


Royal Treatment 
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BECAUSE OF HER AGE... ‘’Grandma Tig,”’ a 23-year- 
old cat in the Ralph Estes home, South Bellingham, is 
. treated like a queen, befitting her years. Here Patricia 
Ann Estes, 5, feeds old ’’Grandma,’’ who has had 200 kit- 
tens through the years. 


z. 90-Year-Old’ Bellingham Cat 
Boasts Over 200 ‘Children’ 


| BELLINGHAM — There's a! 


“ 
h 
te 
| nes 
| humans, is something like 150 years: 
! 


grandmother” in this town who has 
ad 200 “children” of her o:vn and, 
ured against the life spen oh 


’ 


of 10 a year for 20 years. 
old . 
“Grandma’™ is a 23-year-old cat in 
the houschold of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 


Estes of Scott Hill road. The feline 


| actually is owned by their son-in- 

; law, Chester Hood. who brought her!: 
here from Rehoboth seven years ago 
when she was i6—believed overdue 
for death even then. 


for her ability as a vaite 


tile move 


8 


Tt is anybody's guess how many |{ 
descendants ihe cat has but the| 
Estes fainily believes she has had} 

200 -klitens of hcr own, at the mae 


Besides ner powers of reproduc- ' 
tivity, “Grandma Tig,” as she is, 
known in tne family, has distin-. 
guished nerself ‘nrough the years | 
Al-| 
though sie has never made one hos- | 

toward bird, —natural | | 
prey of cats—-because of her train- 
ing, the cat has gotten rid of more 


This article appeared in 
the Woonsocket Call paper 
in 1949 when the cat was 
23 years old. Compared to 
our life span she was 161 
years along. 


courtesy 
Esther (Wentzel) Aldrich 


The cat died several weeks 
after getting this notoriety] 


of the vat population than anyone 
can remember. A true artisan, she 
skillfully skins each rat with her 
sharp claws before havicg the meal 
she won by her effcrts. 

According to the family she taught 
each of her children ell the iricks 
of catchtpg rats and, when she first | 
came to the Estes home. praceeded 
to break in the'r antrained cat, a 
family pet. 

As a young mother she was! 
known as “Mother Tig,” the last be- | 
ing an abbreviation of “Tiger,” com- | 

,ing from her coloring. The grand- 
-mother appellation was given her 
(years ago wt she-pat-on age, with- 
|qut actually showing it, however. 
| 'She is not so active now and the 
family believes she is almost blind 
| but she still disdains the bed of the 
old and the infirm. This can lead : 
| to complications af times, the most | 
recent being when she was given a: 
saucer of milk and instead of drink- 
ing it sat down in it. The family. be- 
| lieves that she has lived two cate’ 
lives in years; that, at 23, she has 
lived twice as Jong as a cat mormal- 
-ly would. 
Newspapermen were first told 
H ;about “Grandma Tig” by Robert 
| Po SrninE®. 15-year-old ward of the 
Estes.‘ wn) had read somewhere 
‘about the remarkable case of a cat 
isull living at the age of 19. Robert 
lsaid that was nothing; ‘Grandma 
| Tig’ has at least four years on that 
and shows no signs that she won't 
payee reach the quarter-century 
mark. 
The cat posed. patiently for cam- 
| eran:en with Patricia Ann Estes, 
five-year-old granddaughter of Mr.. 
and Mrs. Estes. She is a daughter! 
‘ of their son, Carl. Patricia has the 
| distinction of having the same birth- | 
day as her own grandmother, Mrs. | 
Estes, Oct. 30. 


We are indebted to Gil (Carrier) Robinson of Hapeville, Georgia for the 
indentification of more pupils in pictures of past issues. So for the May 
1979 issue she gives us the following: On page 2 #16 is Ted Carrier. Then 
on page 5 #1 is Walter levesque, #17 is Cecile Beauregard. On page 6, 

#3 is Arthur Rhodes, #21 is Jeannette Chamberland, #26, -Mary Gregorie, #27 
Lillian Marchand. On page 7 #5, Cecile Bernier, #10 Gil Carrier, #18 is 
Henry Levesque, #19, Theresa Prefontaine, #29 Lucille Debigare. 

In issue #65 the following: Page 6 #18, Aldor Champagne, #23, Claire F. 
Farley. On page 7 #22 Claire Fontaine Farley. Page 8 #4 Helen 
Carrier. 

In issue # 66,Mr. Weston identifies # 15 on pages }-5 as Patricia A. Hunter. 


In Memoriam to some more Crimpville Comments old timers who passed away 
without our mentioning the fact: Carroll F. White, Aug.16, 19743; Lois 
(Wentzel) Larking Dec. 25, 1977; Janice (Whiting) Leone June 20, 1977; 
John Brown Aug. 20, 1978; Clarence Forsberg Nov. 21, 1978; Rev. Ralph 
Palmer Feb. 22, 1979; Theodore Klemann June 9, 1979; Hilda Chilson 
June 13, 1979; Rev. Mildred Palmer Apr. 10, 1980. Marian White Feb.1lh, 
1977; Emma (Sawyer) Savoie July 10, 1977; (Ed's mother) Malcom Hendry 
Oct. 30, 1977; Christine Taylor Feb.260, 1979. Wilfred N. Dufresne 

Died September 30, 1977 

Another Bellinghamite has had personal contact with a President of these 
United States. Gil (Carrier) Robinson writes that "When I was a hostess at 
the Commerce Club I used to wait on Jimmy Carter. At the time I thought 
he was a jewel, so soft spoken, clean as a pin, polite, you could not ask 
for a nicer person, but, as a President he is having a hard time." 

By the time this is read a President has been selected for the coming four 
years. Who it is, we know not yet. 


Next we present a quartet of charming young ladies but the shocking reali- 
zation hits us that this was taken 47 years ago 1} 


1933 


Through the courtesy of Gil Robinson 
we present the Carrier sisters who 
graduated from the Wilfred Academy 
of hairdressing in Boston. Cecile 
and Helen graduated in 1926. Helen 
was only ll) at the time! In 1930 
Helen won a hair cutting trophy in 
New York for being the best hair 
cutter. Picture taken in 1933 when 
Gil (Gilberte) and Florence graduated. 
Congratulations to all from the 


Bellingham Historical Commission. 


SERVICES FOR 


1°" METON FS” his” wits,“ Bz4;- he? | POOVPD-6-9-000-024-94-9-0 40000 OTe 


léaves*three sons, Carlton and ‘Athert | ; eee 
of Shelbourne Falls and William, Jr.,: { OUR COMMUNITY 
of Newark, N. J.; two daughters, Mil- | 4 ' 


dred of Highstown, 'N.,J., and Ruth of | CHRISTMAS TREE 


- Newton; three brothers, H. Jonathan 
ef Florida and Albert and Walter ot 


Shelbourne .‘Falls, and,two sisters, 
“Mrs. Sarah Maxam and Mrs, Clara 


IN BELLINGHAM -Purrington of Calerain. ; 
FAC Na tire hoa). er a - Funeral.-services wére conducted 


| “this. afternoon at 2 o'clock in the 
Bellingham Baptist ciurch with Rev: 


Rev. W. H. Davenport Meets 
Instant Death When Car 
Is Hit By Train. 


Ss 


« Edwin A. Dolan of Boston, field -sec- 
Tetary of the Baptist: League, officiat- 
ing. Tomorrow the body will . be 


‘where a service will ibe held, followed 
_ by burial in Colerain. : 

®Rev., Mr. ‘Davenport devoted much 

of his time to.poetry and in the Sat- 

urday issue of the Daily. /News a 

short poem on The Producers, pre- 


NO WITNESSES TO 
~ CROSSING TRAGEDY 


‘Pield and other papers carried nu- 


“taken to the Colérain Baptist church, | 


pared by his pen, appeared. Spring-, 


09-99-09 

From Milford Town on its fair hill 
(folks far and near get many a 
_ thrill; 

For in its -eauties there, they see, 
What seems to them their Christ- 
mas tree, . 

It’s marvelous on darkest nights, 
How Milford’s . many brilliant 
lights ; 
On distant homes and hamlets shine; 


And. with their home joys’ thus 
combine. 

By day, the church-spires shining 
_there, : ite a Be pileteye 
With houses, stores, and _ shops, 
declare 


Its beauties, and invite us all 


Minister’s Body Tossed to 
. Side of Embankment and | 
~ Auto Crushed. ~~ 


‘Rev. William H. Davenport, 67, 
pastor of the Baptist churches in 


Bellingham and Mendon and, residing 
on Mendon street, Bellingham, was 
killed Saturday afternoon when hist 
Ford coupe, in which he was re- 
turmming after making a caJl at the 
Burr home, was struck by an express 
train running from Hartford to Bos- 
ion. The machine was carried more 
than 100 yards and left a,twisted and 
battered wreck near the tracks, while 
the minister’s body, badly mangled 
and almost beyond recognition, was 
tossed to one side of the-. embank- 
ment. 4 ; hae : 
Just how the accident happened, | 
whether the machine stalled ON , 
the tracks of whether the driver 
failed to notice the approach of the 
train, is not Known as there were no 
‘witnesses to the fatality, which oc- 
curred at the crossing just below 
Silver beach, formerly known’ as 
Hoag lake. - ica 
The train was stopped 4s soon ag 
possible and Dr. John W. Wyman of 
Medway, medical examiner, notified, 
He ordered the: body be conveyed to 
the funeral parlors of Undertaker 
Walter W. Watson and be prepared 
for funeral and ‘burial, which were 
held’ today. ; 
(Rev. ‘Mr. Davenport had been pas- 
tor of the Mendon and Bellingham 
churches the past two years or more, 


coming from East Longmeadow, 
where he had. been located eight 
years. : 


He was a native of Colerain. He 
studied at Philadelphia Medieal col- 
Jege and became a medical mission- 
ary. Rev. Mr. Davenport graduated 
from the Newton Theological semin- 
ary and'y ordained in Everett. - 


_Merous ones that the minister wrote. 


MENDON TOWNSHIP 
ON MENDON DAY. 


On it for our supplies to call. 
Thus: from the country all around 
Folks come, till arts and trades 
abound, : 
As Santa seeks the Christmas tree, 


flee. 

The excellence of Mendon Town, E 

As from its center it looks down Our Ayh eaea tree: Our chest of 
Upon the regions all around, 

May in its title, best be found. ij TOR for the girls and 


Here is a place with goodly name; 
A title well deserving fame. 

To follow what it would express, 

‘Leads to the goal of true success. 
“Mend on! Mend on!” we hear them 
“say; 

‘Thus they are mending ills each day. 
No citizens can match* with those 
Who mend all wrongs and have no 


A bounteous supply for all: 


VW. H. DAVENPORT. 


ISN’T IT THE TRUTH 


Milford ‘is mending her ways, 


foes. If she hadn’t ‘she’d have to forsake 
v , them; 

A ! t ’ 
pene tle sg Neve' SA Now, there’s no better street can be 


You’re -winning for yourself renown. | found in our land 


In the world’s greatest Book, we see; 
That, “As his name is, so is he.” 


WM. H. DAVENPORT: 


don’t make them. 
W. H. DAVENPORT. 


HUGE TOMATO VINES 


Several townspeople are making | 
i visits to the garden of Rev. W. H.|! 
| Davenport to view the tomato vines,; November 16, 1929. 
; Which they report to be 10 feet across 
Bos some cases and six feet high, with 
{fruit already ripening. Mr. Daven- 
| port is believed to have had the first | 
| Sweet corn in this section. | 


———— -- 


ofsicd al ss 
unnecessary tragedy to 


The above poems are but a small example of his 
poetic interest and charm. He was fascinated with 
every aspect of life and living things. He also 
drew witty caricatures and comic pen pictures 
telling a moral story in a subtle manner. But,I 
Suppose that,he was "needed" up there to do his 
"thing" and so we were deprived of his presence, 


Courtesy Moore Family. Catherine and Evelyn. 
10 


To this fair treasure house they 


This tells why hosts at Milford call.. 


Than her Main street—in-fact they 


|The life of this genial & 
kind man was snuffed out on 


He was 
revered by school and town 
It was such an 


have happened to a man of 
such diverse capabilities. 


Do you remember the good old Days when ice was a necessity and here in South 
Bellingham you had Carriers Ice Manufacturing Company catering to your needs 


to keep "cool"? 


And what a treat that was with ice to make your very own 


ice cream minus all the junk that is added today to make it more "appealing" 
Seems as if the ice cream today could be made 


to your taste and looks. 
cheaper if they left out 
in our past. Sorry for 


View taken Nov. 1917 


THE STRENGTH OF ICE 


OW STRONG is the ice?”” This is a 
question often asked in early 
winter when one wants to venture 
out on the ice for a bit of skating or 
ice fishing. A search in the library re- 
vealed that most of the testing of ice 
was done by the military in the late 
nineteenth century when soldiers 
went on winter maneuvers. 

The army came up with the follow- 
ing guidelines: two-inch ice will sus- 
tain a man or properly spaced in- 
fantrv: four-inch ice will carry a man 
on horseback, or cavalry, or light 
guns; six-inch ice, heavy field guns; 
eight-inch ice, a battery of artillery 
with carriages and horses, but not 
more than 1,000 pounds per square 
foot on sledges; and ten-inch ice sus- 
tains an army of great numbers. On 
fifteen-inch ice, railroad tracks are of- 
ten laid and operated for months. 
These rules apply to newly formed 
ice, not old ice that has commenced 
rotting. 

There have been examples in this 


all that added "rubbish" 
the present generation } 


country of railroad trains crossing riv- 
ers on natural ice. The Susquehanna 
Ice Bridge at Havte de Grace, Marv- 
land, enabled loaded freight cars to 
be hauled across the river in January 
1852. The thickness of the ice on the 
Missouri River at Bismarck, North 
Dakota, supported tracks for cars and 
engines to cross in 1879 when the 
Northern Pacific was building west. 

An interesting expcriment is said to 
have taken place in,1740 at St. Pe- 
tersburg in Russia. An ice palace was 
built from blocks of ice taken from 
the River Neva, and several cannon 
made of :ce were mounted. The bar- 
rel casings of the ice cannon were 
four inches thick. They were loaded 
with three ounces of gunpowder and 
fired. The projectiles were able to 
pierce wooden planks two inches 
thick at a distance of sixty paces. ‘Vhe 
barrels of the ice cannon remained imn- 
tact. 


ll 


Ah, well we had better 


Here is Theodore Carrier 

holding "Blackie", Helen's 
pony. 
operator of the Ice business, 


He was part owner and 


The smallest boy in back is 
Donald Bilodeau, Gil's son. 
Boy in front is unknown. 


Photo and information 
tourtesy of Gil Robinson. 
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Returning home from a holiday 
vacation, a bachelor found a note 
from a wealthy girl friend under 
his door. It read: “Since you 
weren’t home, I left your Christ- 
mas present in the mailbox.” 

In his mailbox, he found a sec- 
ond note: “Thanks a million for 
the bottle of Scotch. Merry Christ- 
mas to you, too! Your Mailman.” 

—Dick Martin 


When I was a kid I lost re- 
spect for Santa Claus. Every- 
where I went I kept seeing the 
old boy in a different store. 
How can you respect a guy who 
can’t hold down a steady job? 

—Flip Wilson 


His comments 


Carroll H. 
keeping in mind that these were uttered 


hools, 
He reviews many years 
Lie 


that year. 
fous school Committee personne 


are worthy of your consideration 


e 
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1930 Report 
ts taken from Superintendent of Sc 


as recorded in the Town Report for 


Excerp 
50 years ago ! In some ways nothing has changed. 


of school activities under var 


Drown, 
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No man had oe tonend his breeches; | 
homen are better far,at stiches. - | 
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THIRD CLASS MAIL 


Here are several cartoons 

hand drawn by Rev. Davenport 
in 1928. He would pass these 
out to folks when he visited 


them. Courtesy of the Moore 


' Family, Catherine & Evelyn. 


To get the subtle message in 


one of these, please turn the 


} page to see what happens for 


each season. 
V4 ew ear? 


DEACON TRUB 
sez: ‘‘Seems like 
most folks t’day 
is a lookin’ fer 
less t’ do, more 
time t’ do it in, 


oy 
4 
jn an’ more pay fer 
oN 
ND 


gittin’ it done.’’ 


*Read En andiWees 


HARD WORK 


E 1940 census showed 18.45 per 

cent of all painfully employed 

Americans to be in agriculture with 
24.3 per cent in manufacturing. 

—dJonesboro (Ark.) Sun. 


